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Due to the »enei;ive nature o t the source, extreme care must be 
a exercised when abstracting and paraphrasing Inf o ruts. t lor from this 
material when used for die seel nit lor* purposes. 




The University of Wisconsin "Daily Cardinal,” student campus 
organ issue of January 14, i960, reported that LORRAINE HANSBERRY, 
author of 'A Raisin in the Sun 1 ' and an alumnus of the University 
of Wisconsin, was recently named one of Mademoiselle magazine's 
Ten Young Women of the Year." Her recent Broadway smash won 
the New York Drama Critics circle award for being last season's 
best American play. 
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raine Hansberry Interviewed ' ' r - ?^§8- * ’ > -T ^ 5 - * V**" : ' 

■Whites Dreadfully Ismorani of Negro Life’ 


By DON ROSS 

vine Hansberry. the Negro 
of “A Raisin in the Bun." 
aboet Negroes, la writing 
r play about NegToes, 
rred by the fact. that two 
4ayt have recently been 
M tail urea on Broadway 
tat aome theater people 
rint that audiences won’t 
e« Negro plays, 

^itin in the Bun." which 
at the struggle* of a fam- 
escape from the Chicago 
celebrated its first birth- 
si weak at the Belaaco. It, 
the Kew . York Drama 
t Circle prira for the beat 
a lt&l- it Mias Hansberry 
juried work on the book 
yrtca of a musical play 
Toussaint LThiverture, 
aitian. slave who led a re- 
gainst the French on the 
in, the- bate eighteenth 

s Hansberry’* royalties 
iA Raisin in the Bun," her 
iroduced play and the first 
Cegro woman to appear on 
.way, hare come to more 
$150.00*. The sale of the 
t rights ha* brought her 
XM. Moreover, she is being 
a Hollywood -style fe* to 
the screen adapts ticki. 
ten her play opendu she 
ier husband, Robert IN emi 
bred in a small foul -room 
•up apartment on I 
si Green wich V illg. 
roE writes popu l 
r the name of Ro! 

^CEHyT<3Ji'Cind 


e. idr 
songs 

i* one 

*) arvi la 'associated with 
en Music, music pi blishera 
s also writing, u ider hi* 
am me. a 1.000 -pa g : critical 
r grw» Ilia of 1 "heodore 

..... '• % 

They Ow» a Hofae 

w. although they* st ID oc- 
only four rooms knd w alk. 

» them, they own the fwur- 
housa in which they live 
Favexly Place, also tif the 
*e. The four rooms are 
iderahly more Spacious than 
* previous ones. Their 
tenent la on the top twoj 
g. The other two floors are] 
t& out. ■**'- 1 "A-:_ 

t rv.u V** mww ir t* V vnav 



jBhe doesn’t like to talk .^liubJeet-Sbt did not ^/^F*** ™ 


some 


her mo n e y and did so only be- 
cause the reporter pressed her. 

“Is It important how much 
I've made?" she said. *T don’t 
[think ■ about money. That 
doesn't mean I am above it, I 
anrdeeply, deeply grateful for 
it. and I hope there will always 
be some. I am hot being blase, 
but I have no idea what my in- 
come is at the moment. I hire 
lawyers and accountants to look 
alter those things." 

Fa or Flays 

Miss Hansberry said she had 
understood that the two playi 
about Negroes which Teoently 
failed had been "excessively 
poor." They were “The Cool 
World," which told of boy* in 
Harlem gang, and “The Long 
[Dream,” which told of the ef- 
forts of a Negro In the Deep 
South to get ahead by bra k in g 
an alliance with corrupt whites. 
She didn’t see either one. 

T read part of the script of 
The Cool World,' " she sakl. T 
didn’t finish it. I didn’t think- it 
was a serious treatment of the 


Long Dream. 
mu* Hansberry, 


Miss asnsoerry, » iw ^ w _oid unde, for exam- 

tratiM wooiie pit to » bellhop In a Chlcajo 

'*72* h 5*^ H.TttS.d, when 1* 

4fteF*»S»«_W «!*.£*• 


i nembers are people who have 
a tffcm ai.^Aed an whites. Her eerenty- 



» 

1 


plays she wrote befere "A 
Raisin in the Sun" was -pro- 
duced were white. But she was 
emphstlc in saying that all the 
current talk of the ur , s i l a b i lity 
of Negro plays wouldn’t scire 
her into writing mors about 
whites and less about Negroes. 

T can’t really show the lim- 
itations of white supremacist 
thinking to condition my atti- 
tude toward hie," she said. 
“That would strangle me to 
death. I have never thought 
in terms of ‘will I write about 
Negroes? 1 anyway. I Intend to 
write about characters as they 
[emerge in my mind, and those 
I don't adequately know will be 
poor characters,. and tljose ttiat 
I do adequately know will be 
good ones. I don’t think in 
terms of Negro and white. 

-I think that audiences wtD 
g&cept good Piaj* withd&fcvr*- 
gard to race." She thought fos4 
a moment. “That is. If you tell 
them produced." • '•- * I 

Hansberry feels -quaB-? 
lied to write about white people 
She h** a theory that Negro} 
■write rt can know — and some of 
them io know— more about the 
Life csf whites In, this country 
that ^rhlte writers ( c&q tvw 
know about Negroes. 1 

‘ Can’t Obaerrrf 
She 'went an to explain that 
[white writers— even good ones 
like raulkper who work in tbs 
South— can never observg Ww- 
groes as they really Are. The 
very fact that a white man is 
observing them constrains the 
iNegroel/and they do not talk 
| or act as they would with their 
■ own people. On the other hand, 
'she said. Negroes — especially} 
[servants and intellectua l s — can 
I enter into the lives of whites 
and see them as they really are. 

When some one is serving! 
you coffee in the morning you 
{forget to be other than ycrur- 
[sdf- the said- *Tm se rvant } 
is Just part of the furoTtarfcj 
There is no oanstraint" j_ 


part children of servants — 
Chauffeurs and domestics — to 
whits people. From them and 
fciirt r parents she got insights 
Into his among tbs white 
people, i i, . -’ ^ 

TW White Werii 
t As a student, she entered the 
white world. She attended the 
University of Wisconsin and 
the Chicago Art Institute. T 
knew my classmates pretty 
well.” she said. Her husband Is 
g white man, and much of their 
social life is among white 
people. '* • 

T think I know' the people 
that I know." the said. “There 
art areas of life I don’t know. 
1 don’t know how coal miners 
live. I don’t know anything 
about the life of a General 
Motors executive. 

“But I might know some- 
thing about the daughter 


of Its, (white) of a cheese mar 
turer in Madison, Wise 
and I wouldn’t hesitate to 
about her. Without great 
and application, she wool 
it much more difficult to 
about me. I'm sura m 
some people angry by i 
this, but I believe that 
people are dreadfully igi 
of Negro life is America 

Miss Hsniberyy'i coHj 
tor in the play about Tou 
wham she believes to hav 
a brilliant soldier and < 
mist,. will be Alonso Levi 
thirty-three-year-old . 
who attended the Bostoc 
servatory at Music. B 
compose the music. " 

T gather that Lon Is 
in rarefied musical drcl 
not beyond," Miss Har 
sakL "He has written 
ballet suites, a lovely 
dbneerto and some exce 
classical jazx. I suspect 1 
major talent and I bell 
has the capacity to wri 
kind of lyrical statemer 
will illuminate the cha 
in the play." 
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A copy of informants report follows 
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LORRAINE V. EAN^ffiRRY NEMIROFF akay^Lorraine VlVla^Hansberry, 
“Loraine Hansbei*fy, Mrs. Robert Nemiroff, John- H<enry f ) 
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